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Dear U3A Members 
 
Happy New Year and a warm welcome to our new and returning members. I 
hope you enjoy sharing some of the 35 classes offered this year. 
Congratulations Sally Colley, Program Coordinator, for compiling a 
stimulating 2018 program. 
 
Our Enrolment & Showcase Day was certainly very busy with the Committee 
& Presenters giving their time setting up, registering members, give 
information about classes & share in the friendly buzz of the day.  Without 
their continual generosity we would not be in the fortunate position of 
celebrating our 20th Year.  
 
The Presenters’ Breakfast, held at the beginning of each year, was organised 
by Sally Colley & Ann Burrows.  It is not only an induction morning but also a 
small gesture of acknowledgement of the time our Presenters give so 
willingly. 
 
 At the end of last year Dorothy Munns, one of our Vice Presidents, decided 
to resign due to health issues  We are very grateful her many years on 
committee & the valued support given by her to Mudgee District U3A & 
wish we her a well-earned retirement.  Kay Dickinson agreed to fill the 
vacancy & we were delighted to welcome her to the team.  
 
We were saddened by the news of the death of two Mudgee U3A members, 
Miriam Gellibrand & Gunter Puls. Our sympathy goes to their families & 
friends. Vale Miriam & Gunter.  
 
Enjoy your year as a member of Mudgee District U3A. 
 

Judith Darling 

Mobile: 0431 551 596 

Email: judithdarling@bigpond.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN THIS ISSUE 

 

 From the President 

 How it all began 

 Program 

Coordinator’s Page 

 

 Members’ Page 

 U3A Network 

NSW 

 

 Brainteasers 

 

 Bits ‘n’ Pieces 

 Diary Updates 

 

 

 
 

 



2 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                

1998 how it all began………                                            
Reference: Mudgee District U3A Tenth Anniversary 1998 to 2008 publication “Fine Wine from Old Vines”. 

            
Louise Wilson and Marcia Daniel had the dream of starting a U3A here in Mudgee early in 1998. 
They visited the U3A in Bathurst, and also made contact with organisations in Dubbo and Orange. 

Here they were encouraged to seek expressions of interest within our own district. The then Mayor, 
Denis Yeo, was enthusiastic about the project & a Public Meeting was held at The Stables, Mudgee 
on 2nd May,1998. The idea was supported by the large number who attended. Ian Chapman was 
elected inaugural President, Louise Wilson and Marcia Daniel, Vice Presidents, Graham Draper, 
Secretary, and Neville Paine, Treasurer. The supporting committee consisted of John Brownley,  

Helen Dempsey, Margaret Gietz, Janna Goodland, John Harrison, Tricia Marks, Lee Paine and     
Lynette Tipping. 

The first programme of eleven courses was made available in the third term of 1998. 
 

From the Inaugural Secretary of Mudgee District U3A Inc  - Graham Draper   
                                                                                                                                                                        
The most lasting impression I have of my years as the Inaugural Secretary of Mudgee District 
U3A Inc, is of the generous people who served on those early Management Committees. They 
were from various backgrounds, some academic, some management, some farmers, and some 
domestic. This provided a good balance for the early decisions which had to be made in setting 
up a U3A in Mudgee, and getting it running. Of all the committees on which I have served, 
these by far, were the friendliest and the most energetic. It was a real pleasure to be a 
member of these bodies. The success of Mudgee District U3A Inc was thus assured. The future 
direction of Mudgee District U3A Inc. was of great concern to members of these early 
Management Committees. Considerable time was spent in assessing which classes should be 
offered, so that a balance of strongly academic subjects would be available, together with 
those having a more "social" aspect. This was intended to set a pattern for the future. 
Setting up a U3A in Mudgee District placed a heavy work load on all members of the 
Management Committee. Finding organisations willing to share accommodation - assessing 
the courses likely to attract participants- writing a constitution- setting up a computer data 
base - devising a programme for the year - seeking and obtaining Incorporation status - liaising 
with other U3As in the Western Region - keeping in touch with all the presenters - informing 
them of copyright issues and providing class lists. These were some of the tasks set for the 
early Management Committees, all involving the Secretary. It was unusual for a U3A 
committee to have a male secretary, more so seeing I had absolutely no typing or shorthand 
skills, and my spelling is decidedly suspect. It felt "peculiar" to attend regional U3A meetings 
on behalf of Mudgee, to find I was the only male secretary... this feeling was mine alone since 
no comment was ever made about the situation.  One "odd" function I had as inaugural 
secretary was to design a logo for Mudgee District U3A Inc, to the satisfaction of other 
members of the Management Committee. Knowing that this was going to create a lot of 
discussion, as it would be, in the end, a subjective judgement, I prepared at least six different 
designs and asked the members to select one. I mentioned above, that I have no typing or 
shorthand skills, but I do have a few computer based skills. Even so, each design took many 
hours of computer graphics work, so, to my great relief, they did finally agree on one of those I 
had submitted. 
This was all part of the "fun" in those early days. 
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Program Coordinator’s Page       Sally Colley 

 

2018 Program Booklet 

We have had some issues with phone numbers and regrettably, some of them had been 

incorrectly recorded in the Program Booklet. Please note the following corrections to phone 

numbers of some of our presenters: 

 Judith Darling is 0431 551 596 (President and Balance ‘n’ Bones) 

 Jacqui Price  6372 9667 (Busin’ About and Basic First Aid) 

 Nancy Chapman 5300 2180 (Indoor Fun and Games on a TUESDAY) 

 Clare Hayman 6372 2506  or 0428 423 515 (Book Group Two) 

 Peg Farthing 0431 885 964 (Folk Art) 

There has also been changes to the dates for the Online Courses on Fridays in Terms 2 and 3 

 Property to Partner In Term 2 - will now be starting May 4, continuing until June 8 

 Henry Lawson in Term 3 - will now start on August 10 and continue, possibly, until 

the end of the term. 

These corrections have been made to the electronic version of the Program Booklet which 

can be found on our website: 

www.mudgeedistrictu3a.org.au 

I apologise for any inconvenience these errors have caused to any members. 

 

Reserve Lists 

Working with Coloured Pencils, Current Affairs, Balance ‘n’ Bones, Painting with 

Watercolours and Cleopatra’s Nose have proven to be very popular courses with our 

membership. This has necessitated some members being placed on Reserve lists. 

You will be contacted by email or phone should you be unsuccessful  

in gaining a place in any course. 

 

Balance ‘n’ Bones Class    The 9:30am to 10:30am class has no vacancies & so a    

 second class is now being offered each Thursday from 11:00am to 12 noon at the Wellness 

Centre, Mudgee Hospital.    If you are interested in joining please contact,  

Presenters/Leaders:  Sue Grant-Frost  0413 848 910 or Judith Darling  0431 551 596 

 

 

http://www.mudgeedistrictu3a.org.au/
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DOROTHY MUNNS STANDS DOWN                     Colin Munns 

After thirteen years of membership and course presentation, Honorary Life Member Dorothy 
Munns has decided to step down from active participation in Mudgee District U3A. 

Following retirement from her audiological practice, Dorothy became heavily involved 
with Mudgee U3A.  Over the years she presented a variety of courses ranging from classical 
music, exercise classes, co-presenter of The Gourmet Club, supporting her husband, Col, in 
the presentation of his courses and more recently her book group “What I’ve Been Reading”. 
The latter ceasing in 2017 after six successful years of presentation.  A committee member 
for many years and Vice President for the past few years she also attended a number of U3A 
State Conferences as a delegate for the Mudgee branch. 
 
Other achievements: 

 2010 Mudgee’s Senior Citizen of the Year 

 Founded a local chapter of the NSW Arthritis & Osteoporosis Foundation 

 2011 awarded an Honorary Life Membership of Mudgee District U3A 
 
Recently turning eighty, Dorothy has not been enjoying the best of health and this has greatly 
restricted her activities. 
 
Mudgee District U3A thanks Dorothy for her valued contributions and wishes her the very 
best in her retirement. 

VALE Gunter Puls         Colin Munns 

Mudgee U3A lost one of its most stalwart supporters with the passing of Gunter Puls. 

Gunter & his wife Anthoula (also known as Anna) joined our U3A shortly after moving onto their 

small holding at Cook’s Gap which was to be Gunter’s retirement project. 

Both Gunter & Anna became proud Australians and were well respected throughout the 

community.  Wanting to learn as much as they could about their adopted homeland they both 

became staunch members of the many classes on Australian History & Autobiographical Writing 

(this would have been an absorbing memoir) that I ran over the years.  They came with us on the 

memorable trip we organised to Norfolk Island. 

Gunter loved his jokes.  Whenever we met he would always stand to attention, flash a mock 

salute & call me “professor”. 

Both he & Anna will be greatly missed. 

 

                                                                                                

Members’ Page 
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BEWARE - SCAM!!  

The following email scam was brought to our attention by a member U3A. The Network was also 

targeted in mid-2017. 

The basic premise of the "CEO Fraud" scam is that an attacker sends an email, pretending to be 

from the President, to the Treasurer of a U3A requesting sensitive information or an urgent money 

transfer. Sometimes numerous emails fly back and forth before the scam is complete. Attackers do 

their homework, they google the target organisation's details, the President's name and email 

address, and the names and email addresses of key people in the organisation. The use of the 

President's real name is key to these attacks as it lends an air of authenticity and authority to the 

scam as Committee members tend to take requests from the President seriously (!). Apart from 

seeking money, CEO Fraud emails can also be used to insert malware or viruses into your computer.  

 

REMEMBER: IF IT SEEMS ODD - CHECK!  

And report it to Scamwatch 

                                                                                                

From U3A Network NSW 
 

1.  How many faces can you see?  
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2.  
     
Two cars set off from the same point to 

travel the same journey.  

The first car sets off two minutes before 

the second car. If the first car travels at 

40km/h and the second car travels at 

90km/h, how many kilometres from the 

starting point will they draw level?  

 

 

        ANSWERS: 

1.10 Faces 

2. 2.4km                                                                     

 

https://u3anet.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f763bb7165ac268f3c45d4cef&id=edceb423b4&e=3f1c9f86a9
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Bits ‘n’ Pieces 

 

 

 

  CLASS ABSENCES         

 Please advise your Class Presenter either by phone                                                                                      
OR by recording known dates in the Attendance Book 

  

                                      

 

 

A memory from my youth. 

Thank you Steve Csuba 

 

           A date for your Diary 

                                                

Mudgee District U3A ARTS & CRAFTS EXHIBITION 

U3A members will be exhibiting their art works 

                                         at Artisan on Lewis, Lewis Street Mudgee 

                                       from Friday 15th June to Saturday 30th June 

 

Presenters involved: 

Thelma Beechey – Painting with Water Colours 
Marianne Matthews – Working with Coloured Pencils 
Peg Farthing  -  Folk Art 
Carrol Wall & Jacqui Price – Material Craft 
Heather Rushton - Photography 
 

                              Further information closer to the date. 

 

 

 

 A call for PHOTOS ………………… 

If you have any photos of U3A 

activities taken over the past 20 Years 

we would love to copy them for our 

archives. 

Please contact Judith Darling 

Mobile: 0431 551 596 
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DATE TIME EVENT VENUE QUERIES 

Monday 8th 

January 

2:00pm Committee Meeting Meeting Room                                        

12  Adams Street Mudgee 

Judith Darling                                                          

Ph: 0431 551 596  

Saturday 13th 

January 

9:30am to 

12noon 

Enrolment/Showcase The Stables Judith Darling                                                          

Ph:  0431 551 596 

Tuesday 23rd 

January 

9:00am Presenters’ Induction 

Breakfast 

Comfort Inn  
1 Sydney Road Mudgee 
 

Sally Colley 

Ph: 0427 874 096 

Monday 29th 

January 

 Term 1 classes 

commence 

 Sally Colley 

Ph: 0427 874 096 

Thursday  1st 

February 

 Smart Age Pages                                

Submissions Deadline 

February Edition 

 Judith Darling 
Ph: 0431 551 596  
Email:                                       
judithdarling@bigpond.com 

Monday 12th 

February 

2:00pm Committee Meeting Meeting Room                                        

12  Adams Street Mudgee 

Judith Darling                                                          

Ph: 0431 551 596  

Monday 12th 

March 

2:00pm Committee Meeting Meeting Room                                         
12 Adams Street Mudgee 

Judith Darling                                                          

Ph: 0431 551 596  

Monday 9th April 2:00pm Committee Meeting Meeting Room                                         
12 Adams Street Mudgee 

Judith Darling                                                          

Ph: 0431 551 596  

Wednesday 11th 
to Friday 13th  

April 

 2018 U3A Network 

NSW Conference 

Canberra Website:  

U3A Network NSW 

Friday 13th April  Term 1 classes end  Sally Colley 

Ph: 0427 874 096 

PLEASE BE AWARE THAT INFORMATION RELATING TO THE CALENDAR OF EVENTS MAY CHANGE. 
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BOOK GROUP 

LEADER 

We may need another 

person to lead a 3rd Book 

Group next year if there is 

sufficient interest. 

Please contact Ann 
Burrows,  Ph:  6372 6599 

If you think you could 
assist. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

[Type a quote from the document or the 

summary of an interesting point. You can 

position the text box anywhere in the 

document. Use the Text Box Tools tab to 

change the formatting of the pull quote 

text box.] 

Diary Updates – 1st January to 13th April 2018 
 

mailto:judithdarling@bigpond.com

